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Summer is in full swing – and so is Ninth Grade Counts!  Check out these exciting updates from this community-wide initiative that helps students start high school ready to succeed.

AmeriCorps VISTA members hit the streets!

All youth need supportive adults in their lives – and every program serving struggling students could use a hand at times.  Enter the 2009 team of Ninth Grade Counts Summer AmeriCorps VISTA Associates!  In partnership with Oregon Campus Compact, Ninth Grade Counts has helped recruit, train, and successfully place nearly 40 full-time summer associates with 16 partner programs.  The members will serve an average of 400 hours each over the course of the summer, providing tutoring, mentoring, outreach and program support.  

Here’s what we’ve heard so far from our partners:

“The AmeriCorps resource has been absolutely huge for us this year.  The added staffing has allowed us to reach kids and families that we would have never been able to engage without it – they’ve done amazing outreach including lots of home visits.  I can’t say enough about what it has meant to our program – thank you!”  - Hanif Fazal, Step Up  

“We couldn’t be more pleased with our AmeriCorps member.  She fits right in here – and she has really rolled up her sleeves and gotten involved in the lives of our kids this summer.”  - Mark Jackson, REAP, Inc.
“I grew up as a NAYA kid, so it’s really cool to be able to come back here as an AmeriCorps member and make a difference for these kids.  We’re doing computer-based literacy and a Bridges to Algebra program, plus cultural activities and field trips – it’s going to be a great summer!” – Cerise Palmanteer, AmeriCorps member, NAYA Native American Youth and Family Center
Marylhurst students expand teaching capacity for summer programs – and for themselves

This summer nearly 30 Marylhurst students are gaining field experience through Ninth Grade Counts partner programs as part of their Masters of Arts in Teaching program.  As these students learn more about teaching in a real-life setting, they’re also helping struggling students learn core competencies in math, language arts, science and other subjects.

We’ve been incredibly impressed with the Marylhurst students.  In fact, we’re hoping to keep them on as student teachers during the school year to sustain the connections they have made with David Douglas students and staff. – Amy McQueen, David Douglas School District 

Portland Multnomah Youth Corps takes students to real world job sites and colleges

Students engage more deeply in their education when they can see the purpose behind it.  That’s a guiding principle behind the Ninth Grade Counts partnership with the Portland Multnomah Youth Corps, a college and career exposure initiative launched by the Education Cabinet led by County Chair Ted Wheeler and Mayor Sam Adams.  Through the Youth Corps, 500 students from Ninth Grade Counts partner programs are attending weekly hands-on tours and job shadows at companies like Providence, PGE, and Neil Kelly.  They’ll also visit colleges, apprenticeship programs and other post-secondary options across the region.  Youth are accompanied on the visits by program staff plus a consistent set of volunteer “coaches” from the community who help the youth reflect on their experiences and consider options for the future.  

This summer, the Youth Corps has also launched a pilot project to reengage students who fall behind in 9th grade by providing an opportunity for them to recover needed credits while working in a paid summer internship at the City of Portland.

Keep your eyes open for the “Diploma Squad!”  

A team of 3 recent high school graduates is setting out to spread one message to incoming 9th graders across the city and county – “You can make it!”  As part of Ninth Grade Counts, the Portland Schools Foundation has hired three youth from diverse backgrounds to meet with students at all our partner programs.  The Diploma Squad will facilitate workshops on high school survival skills, lead discussions about diploma requirements, and create a safe space for students to ask questions about what to expect in 9th grade.  

I went through a lot trying to make it to graduation – but I made it.  This summer, I want to let kids know that it may be hard, but they can make it too – and there are people out there who can help.” – Curtis Bolivar, Open Meadow Class of 2009, member of the Ninth Grade Counts Diploma Squad
TriMet helps students get there

Transportation is an ever-present challenge for youth and the programs that serve them.  Lots of kids miss out on great opportunities because they simply have no way to get there.  TriMet, the City of Portland, and Multnomah County have teamed up to tackle that challenge this summer by providing free monthly transit passes for every Ninth Grade Counts student who needs one – a huge contribution that will help youth stay connected!

Increasing family involvement

We know that students fare better in school when their families are actively involved in their education.  To help support family involvement in Ninth Grade Counts partner programs, the Multnomah County Commission on Children, Families, and Community is meeting with all the partner programs to survey their family involvement strategies and offer materials and trainings to help families learn more about the transition into high school, communication with teens, and parent rights and responsibilities.

Some space is still available!
Some programs still have open slots for incoming 9th graders this summer.  To learn more, check out the Ninth Grade Counts 2009 Guidebook at www.ConnectedBy25.org/Ninth-Grade-Counts   Enrollment levels can change, so contact the indicated person the program that interests you to check on current openings. 

Ninth Grade Counts and Connected by 25 are initiatives of the Portland Schools Foundation, with major support from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the City of Portland, AT&T, Portland General Electric, and US Bank.  To learn more, visit www.ConnectedBy25.org, or contact Nate Waas Shull at nate@thinkschools.org or 503-234-5404.

